88	GREAT    TRADE    ROUTE
. . . The sound of bells has died away; the voices of the
motors have ceased; the singers departed; the taste of the
champagne has died in the mouth* . . . We are for it!
§
. . . We hasten over the chilly pavements, a little chilled
ourselves. We will have some hot whisky toddy,, a hot cracker
or two, a bit of store cheese, and a short read in a detective
story in a hot bath. I am going to begin the year as I hope
to continue it. And peace shall be all over the world this
year. For how could itj>e otherwise when in one land you can
hear the year coming in thousands of miles away? The nations
are drawn so close together.
. . . But there is no hot water in bath or kitchen. The
furnace-man is beginning the year as he hopes to continue
in it. The whisky bottle is corked with some granitic sub-
stance. It turns the point of my corkscrew; my knife slips
off it and enters my finger. The packet of cigarettes is covered
with a shining substance, the cracker package and the pot
of cheese. Also they turn back my fingernails and I cover
them with blood. I hold my finger under the cold-water
tap. There is no water. After half an hour of wrestling
with corkscrews, chisels, claw hammers, and carving knives
in a perfectly heatless apartment I crawl into bed. At this
moment the dawn is smirching the night of Flanders.
. . . But do you think I can stay in bed ? No, I must begin
the year as I hope to continue in the same. If not in one way,
then in another. ... I am certain I saw a derelict soup-
tureen in the kitchen.
. . . The Technocrat told me that his Government
encouraged the incredibly extended use of that transparent
calamity because in ten minutes a cellophane factory can
be converted to manufacturing t.n.t. or some other high
explosive.
... I wish—yes, the wish is coming now, that they would
put up against a wall every man who ever had a hand in
investing, promoting, insuring, or in any way assisting the
sale or consumption of that shining substance—and every
man whoever invented the packing, canning, doping,

